








the “monastery ficld” probably represent separate small ficlds or haggards associated with
the >e houses. The large stone house located in this field mav well have been the residence of
onc of those who replaced the Laffans after their lands and properties were confiscated.

Morphologically, Graystown was not a cohesive settlement. The elements of this settlement
were isolated from one another in some way. Each element is located at on a different height
within the Clashawley River Valley; the church cannot be approached directly from the other
two settlement elements; each element is within its own enclosurc such as a bawn, croft or
haggard.

The tower-house was built near the church, like so many other tower-houses in Ireland, as
recognition of the status a church had within a medieval manorial settlement. This choice of
siting may have been a deliberate attempt by the Laffans at creating the image of a village.
However, the elements of this settlement did not combine to form such an entity
morphologically or functionally. Other than its proximity to the church and its regular
ecclesiastical services, there is little evidence that the settlement in Graystown supported
functions bevond the agricultural services preformed within an estate.

Gravstown castle conveys a powerful image even today. On myv first day surveying
Graystown, 1 was told by a local person living within sight of the castle that it was built by
Raymond Te Gros, a twelfth century Anglo Norman Knight. This illustrates that the image

which the sixteenth century builders of this tower-house wished to project is still being
conveved: this should be the home of a medieval lord. Neither the church nor the houso
platforms leave as striking a visual impact. And yet they too can be recognized as significant
surviving clements of a late medicval and earlv modern settlement that other wise would only
survive as words and drawings in historical documents.
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FOOTNOTES

1. Clutterbuck, R. 1998 The Settlement and Architecture of Later Medieval Slicveardagh, Co. Tipperary.
Unpublished Masters of Literalure thesis held in the Department of Archacology, University
College Dublin.
Graystown Towcer-house complex: National Grid 2193 1458; S.M.R No. T1054-03701/ 2/ 3.
Graystown Church: National Grid 2196 1455; S.M.R No. T1054-039.
Graystown earthworks: National Grid 2198 1458; S.M.R No. T1054-03704.
O’Donovan translates this as the /il of the whortle-berries. Up to 1840 John O’Donovan wrote a series
of letters about the antiguities of Ireland to the Ordnance Survey when he was involved in
compiling the first edition of the Six Inch map series. His letters relative to antiquities were
compiled by the Rev. Michacl Flanagan for the Royal Irish Academy in 1930. These letters for
County Tipperary including a description of the architectural remains within Graystown in some
detail in volume I, pp. 175-178. Unfortunately O’Donovan’s compass must have been faulty for in
his description of the towcer-house he mistook west for north. However, his descriptions do show
that in 1840 the towcr-house was mostly as it is today; the door of the church was still intact, as was
the bawn’s archcd entrance and portions of its southern and western walls.
6. Sweetman, H. S. (ed.) 1886 Calendar of Documents Relating to Ireland 1302-07. London. p. 285.
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Seymour, St. John. 1908 A List of the Procurations for the Diocese of the Cashel and Emly A.D 1437,
Journal of Royal Society of Antiquarians of Ireland 38, p. 331.

Russell, C. & Prendergast, |. (ed.), 1874 Calendar of State Papers Ireland 1606-08. London, p. 241.
Murphy, M. A. 1912 Royal Visitation of Cashel and Emly, Archivium Hibernicum 1, pp. 290 and 302.
Simington, R. C (ed.). 1931 The Civil Survey AD 1654-65. Co. Tipperary 1. Dublin, p. 105.

Simington, R. C. (ed.). 1931, p. 106.

Copies of the Down Survey for Co. Tipperary are held in the National Library of Ireland on micro-
film. The call number for the Barony of Slieveardagh and Compsy containing the map of Graystown
parish is POS 7384B MS 721.

Marcus Laffan was transplanted to the barony of Clonmacowen, Co. Galway. See Simington, R. C.
1970 The transplantation to Connacht 1654-58. Shannon, p. 94.

Pender, S. 1939 Census of Ireland ¢. 1659. Dublin, p. 113. The census of 1659 recorded the names and
title of the head of each household on a townland basis.

Laffan, T. 1911 Tipperary Families, Being the Hearth Money Records for 1665-7. Dublin, p. 134.

Ordnance Survey map of County Tipperary 1:2500. Sheet 54/10. Surveyed 1903, printed 1905. This
map shows the outline of an enclosure around Graystown church, as well as the southern and
western wall of the bawn which would appear to have been intact on 1903.

For a full discussion of tower-house architecture and dating, see Leask, H. 1941, Irish Castles and
Castellated Houses. Dundalk, p. 75; O Danachair, C. 1979, Irish Tower-Houses, Bealoideas, 45-7,
pp. 158-63; Cairns, C. T. 1987, Irish Tower Houses. A Co. Tipperary Case Study. Dublin, pp. 7-8;
McNeill, T. 1997, Castles in Ireland, London, p. 173; O'Keeffe, T. 1997, Barryscourt Castle and the Irish
Tower-House, Cork. The most recently published work on tower-house and fortified house
architecture appears in Sweetman, D. 1999, The Medicval Castles of Ireland. Dublin, pp. 137-198.

The terms “primary” and “secondary” chambers do not refer to the importance of these rooms but
rather their relevant size: the primary chamber is the larger than the secondary chamber.

I have adapted a planning diagram for this article which keeps some of the features of the buildings
floor plan. Planning diagram forms may be more schematic in their representations of rooms
arrangements and not necessarily as representative of buildings” architecture. For more information
on planning diagrams, see Fairclogh, G. 1992, Meaningful constructions; spatial and locational
analysis of medieval buildings, Antiquity 66, pp. 348-66; for the use of planning diagrams in an Irish
context see O’Keeffe, T. 1997, Barryscourt Castle and the Irish Tower-House. Cork.

A cruciform gun-loop can be found at Cahir Castle, Co. Tipperary.

Simington, R. C. 1931, p. 106.

Monastery: National Grid 2193 1462; SM.R No. T 1054-03705. The Ordnance Survey Letters for
Tipperary (volume II, p. 178) name this building as the monastery, but there is no historical record
of another ecclesiastical foundation in Graystown townland apart from the parish church.
Settlement form qualifies whether the buildings of a settlement are clustered together as a
nucleation or dispersed; the threshold between nucleation and dispersion can be taken to be 150
metres, ie. the hailing distance between the houses. The morphology of a settlement refers to the
shape of the settlement: are the houses of the nucleation strung along a road in a linear morphology
or are they bunched together in an agglomeration? For an analysis of settlement forms and
morphologies see Roberts, B. 1987 The Making of the English Village. Harlow; Roberts, B. 1996, Tlie
Landscape of Settlement: From Prehistory to Present. London.

Pender, S. 1939, p. 113.

Simington, R. C. (ed.), 1931, p. 105.

Surprisingly little has been written on the architecture of later medieval parish churches. There is ,of
course, Harold Leask’s Irisli Churclics and Monastic Buildings, published in three volumes (1955; 1958;
1960. Dundalk), although he barelv mentions later medieval rural parish churches. The
archaeological inventories also contain valuable descriptive information; fifteen have been
published, the most recent example being Moore, M. 1999, Archacelogical Inventory of County
Waterford. Dublin. However, for discussions of church architecture, it is probably best to consult Ni
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Ghabhlain, S. 1995, Church and community in medieval lreland: The diocese of Kilfenora, Journal of
the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland 75, pp. 204-212; Ni Mharcaigh, M. 1997, The medieval parish
churches of south-west County Dublin, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy 97¢, pp. 245-296; also,
FitzPatrick, E. & O’Brien, C. 1998, The Medicval Cluirchies of County Offaly. Dublin, has a very good
chapter on later medieval parish churches.

For a discussion of the interior arrangements and furnishings of the medieval parish churches of
Offaly, see FitzPatrick & O’Brien 1998, pp. 126-139.

Luke Gernon gives a lively description of a visit to a Munster tower-house in 1620, reproduced in
Myers, J. (ed.) 1983, Elizabethan Ireland: a selection of writings by Flizabethan writers on Ireland.

The security aspects of tower-house architecture are discussed by Kerrigan, P. 1995 Castles and
Fortifications in Ireland 1485-1945. Cork; also, Cairns, C. T. 1984-86, Guns and castles in Tipperary,
Irish Sword 16, pp. 110-116.

A brief architectural description of Carrick Castle can be found in Leask, H. 1941, pp. 146-147.

For a general overview of European medieval house architecture, see Chapelot, ], & Fossier, R. 1985,
The Village and House in the Middle Ages. London. For the most recent discussion of Irish rural
medieval house architecture see O’Conor, K. 1998, The Archacology of Medicval Rural Ireland. Dublin.
Cleary, R. 1988, A seventeenth century house at Drumlummin, Tubrid, Tipperary Historical Journal 2,
pp- 116-120.

The first edition of the Ordnance Survey map of County Tipperary, 1:10560 (six inches to a mile),
published in 1840 does not show the presence of houses in the ficlds beneath the tower-housc,
although the field directly to the north of the castle is called the Fair Green (National Grid 2193 1462;
S.M.R. No. T1054-03706), indicating that there may have been a market in Graystown in the post
medieval period. However, there is no evidence to suggest this market functioned in the late
medieval or early modern period.

For a discussion of late medieval scttlement folm in Ireland, see Barry, T. 1987 The Archacology of
Medieval Ireland, London; O’Conor, K. 1998; the pattern and form of seventeenth century settlement
in Tipperary is discussed in W. Smyth, 1985, Property and patronage of population: reconstructing
the human geography of mid-seventeenth century Co. Tipperary, pp. 104-138 in Nolan, W. (cd.)
1985 Tipperary; History and Society. Dublin.

© Tipperary Historical Journal 2000 16 [pp 157-172] Richard Clutterbuck





